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DETAILED ACTION 
Allowable Subject Matter 

1 . The indicated allowability of claims 28-30 is withdrawn in view of the newly discovered 
reference(s) to Wadsworth. Rejections based on the newly cited reference(s) follow. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the imenlion \v;is pencilled or described in ;i primed publication in this or a loreiun countr\ or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

1. Claims 26-33, 35-41, 43-46 and 48 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Wadsworth '331. 

In regard to claim 26, Wadsworth discloses a coupling member (fig. 6) for coupling a 
first section of trunking 17 to a second section of trunking 17, the coupling member comprising:- 
a body having first and second elongate members 23, 24, the body defining first and second 
surfaces 25 adapted to respectively engage a first flange 35 on a first section 17 of trunking and a 
second flange 35 on a second section 17 of trunking, and a third surface 21 connecting said first 
and second surfaces and adapted to provide a substantially continuous surface with respective 
external surfaces of said first and second sections of trunking 1 7 in use; and at least one 
connecting member 49 for joining distal ends of said first and second elongate members 23, 24. 

In regard to claim 27, wherein said first and second surfaces 23, 24 have at least one 
retaining device 34 adapted to retain said surfaces with respective first and second flanges 35. 
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In regard to claim 28, the distal ends of the first and elongate members 23, 24 further 
comprise at least one retaining device 37 adapted to engage the connecting member 49. 

In regard to claim 29, the at least one retaining device 37 comprises at least one hole 
adapted to receive a threaded fastener. 

In regard to claim 30, wherein the hole 37 is threaded. 

In regard to claim 31, wherein said body (fig. 6) is substantially U-shaped and said 
connecting member 49 is substantially linear. 

In regard to claim 32, further comprising at least one guide device 26 extending from a 
fourth surface, connecting said first and second surfaces 23, 24 and opposing said third surface, 
at least one said guide device being adapted to extend within at least one of said first or second 
trunking sections 17. 

In regard to claim 33, wherein at least one said guide device 26 is adapted to be bent (26 
is thin and capable of being bent) towards internal surfaces of said trunking sections 17. 

In regard to claim 35, Wadsworth disclose a section of waterproof trunking (fig. 6) 
comprising: 

a body portion defining at least one inlet for a cable, and having at least one aperture 
(top) for allowing access to an inside of said body portion, wherein the or each said aperture is 
adapted to receive a respective cover device 49 thereon; and 

a flange 35 provided on at least one respective said inlet, extending internally thereof and 
adapted to engage at least one further trunking section 17. 

In regard to claim 36, wherein said aperture extends along more than 95% of the length 
of a side. 
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In regard to claim 37, wherein at least one said cover device 49 is a lid adapted to cover 
all of said side containing said aperture and to extend at least partially along two adjacent sides 
23, 24 of the section. 

In regard to claim 38, wherein the or each flange 25, 26 extends from said side 
substantially perpendicular (the flange extends perpendicular, as it radially inward of surfaces 21, 
23 and 24) to said side. 

In regard to claim 39, wherein said flange 25, 26 is a single flange extending from all 
sides 32, 24, 21 of the trunking section. 

In regard to claim 40, further comprising at least one guide device 35 extending from said 
flange towards an internal section of said trunking section 17 and adapted to extend within a 
further trunking section 17. 

In regard to claim 41, wherein at least one said guide device 35 is adapted to be bent 
towards internal surfaces of said further trunking section 10. 

In regard to claim 43, Wadsworth discloses a section of waterproof trunking (Fig. 6) 
comprising: 

a body portion having at least one inlet for a cable, wherein at least one inlet comprising a 
respective open channel; and 

a respective flange 25, 26 extending inwardly of at least one said channel; and adapted to 
engage at least one further trunking section 17. 

In regard to claim 44, further 27 comprising three substantially planar sides 23, 21, 24 
arranged perpendicular to each other. 
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In regard to claim 45, wherein side portions extend toward each other from two of said 
three planar sides and thereby define an opening to said open channel. 

In regard to claim 46, wherein said trunking section is retained to a further trunking 
section by at least one coupling device 37. 

In regard to claim 48, Wadsworth discloses a trunking system comprising: 

at least one first section of waterproof trunking 17 having a body portion having at least 
one inlet for a cable, wherein at least one inlet comprising a respective open channel, a respective 
flange 25, 26 extending inwardly of at least one said channel, and adapted to engage at least one 
further trunking section 17; 

at least one respective lid 49 for covering said channel; and 

at least one coupling member (fig. 6) for coupling said first section 17 of trunking to a 
second section of trunking 17, the coupling member having a body having first and second 
elongate members 23, 24, the body defining first and second surfaces 25 adapted to respectively 
engage a first flange 35 on a first section of trunking 17 and a second flange 35 on a second 
section of trunking, and a third surface 21 connecting said first and second surfaces and adapted 
to provide a substantially continuous surface with respective external surfaces of said first and 
second sections of trunking 17 in use, and at least one connecting member 49 for joining distal 
ends of said first and second elongate members 23, 24. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
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having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 34, 42 and 47 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Wadsworth in view of Dwyer '402. Wadsworth discloses a trunking connection section as 
described above for creating a protective conduit around lengths of electrical wires, but does not 
disclose the use of a gasket between mating sections of conduit. Dwyer teaches using gaskets 
between mating sections of conduits in order to improve the seal between the mating conduits, 
thereby providing more protection to the enclosed electrical wires. Therefore it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the conduit system of Wadsworth to include 
gaskets between the mating sections, as taught by Dwyer, in order to improve the sealing 
properties of the conduit and provide better protection to the electrical wires encased within the 
conduit. 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to the rejection(s) of the 7/7/08 office action have 
been fully considered and are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. 
However, upon further consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection was made in view of 
Wadsworth '331 and Dwyer '402. 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Thompson, Johnson, Lee and Melvin et al. all disclose similar couplings common in 
the art. 
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6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to David E. Bochna whose telephone number is (571) 272-7078. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8-5:30 Monday-Thursday and every other Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Daniel P. Stodola can be reached on (571) 272-7087. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/David E. Bochna/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3679 



